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The purpose of this project was to compare and contrast annual high temperatures and annual low 
temperatures from 1905-2017 (the independent variable is the year and the dependent variable is 
the Temperature), photos of Lake Emma in 1905 and one in 2017, and photos of Kendall Mountain 
in 1905 and 2017. The hypothesis was: the earth is gradually heating up, but the change is not 
noticed over short amounts of time; when looked at over longer amounts of time, the temperature 
is noticeably warmer. If the earth is heating up the tree line is probably changing as well. The same 
with the water level. Weather data was collected from Silverton school science teacher Kevin 
DeKay and was put into scatter plots, then photos of Lake Emma and Kendall Mountain were 
compared and analyzed. The scatter plot on the left represents the annual high temperatures from 
the years 1905-2017. The highest temperature was 97 degrees Fahrenheit in 1929 and the lowest 
was -38 degrees Fahrenheit in 1984. There was a huge spike in the data with 97 degrees being the 
outlier. Overall you can see that the temperature is gradually getting warmer proving this part of 
the hypothesis correct. There are two photos of Kendall Mountain. The photos do not show much 
change but this could be because of where the photos were taken. This proved part of my 
hypothesis wrong. There are also two photos of Lake Emma. In these two photos the water level 
has definitely changed but this could be because of the draining of the lake, droughts, or lack of 
snowfall. In conclusion I learned that the data does support a warming trend but the photos do not 
provide concrete evidence of climate change. If the photos had been higher quality the data could 
have been more accurate and detailed. 


