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The Relationship Between Fracking and Leukemia 

Does living in a county where fracking occurs affect a person’s chances of getting leukemia? We 
hope to discover if fracking increases a person’s chances of getting leukemia. If the amount of 
fracking sites in a county is related to the amount of leukemia cases, then a county with more 
fracking sites will have more leukemia cases than a county with no fracking sites, because 
fracking chemicals may increase a person’s chances of getting cancer. We think that fracking 
does affect a person’s chances of contracting leukemia because some of the chemicals in 
fracking liquid are known carcinogens. Find fracking and cancer websites on your computer, and 
print out a map for both fracking sites in Colorado and leukemia cases in Colorado, next 
compare the maps, write down findings and analyze the data. The state we are researching 
(Colorado), the type of cancer we are researching (leukemia), the websites we are using to 
collect our data, the type of cancer incident (fatalities or incidences), and the country we are 
researching (United States). As you can see from our table and graph, fracking and leukemia 
have no correlation. You can tell because the scatter plot has no pattern that we can see, and that 
means the data is not correlated. The correlation between fracking and leukemia 0.107, which is 
no relationship or a weak relationship. The average number of cancer wells in each county was 
392.4. The average leukemia rate in each county was 14.6 cases per 100,000 people. This 
experiment will help people by giving them an awareness about fracking chemicals, and bringing 
the cause and effects of fracking into the light. Also, it will give people a reason to notice 
fracking around them, and potentially stop the environmental harm that is caused by fracking 
companies. This may also help cancer research progress in the future. 
 


